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A short introduction to the Knowledge Centre for 
Biodiversity (KCBD) of the European Commission
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Announced in May 2020 in the EU 
Biodiversity Strategy for 2030

Launched in October 2020 as one of the first 
implemented actions of the EU Biodiversity 
Strategy for 2030 to

1. track and assess progress by the EU 
and its partners

2. foster cooperation and partnership

3. underpin policy development with ad 
hoc scientific, technical and 
practitioners’ advice

Knowledge Centre for Biodiversity (KCBD) of the 
European Commission

https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/biodiversity_en

https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/biodiversity_en
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The Knowledge Centre for Biodiversity (KCBD)

The KCBD is managed by 
the Joint Research 
Centre (JRC), the 
European Commission’s 
in-house science service.

The KCBD is a one-stop 
shop service in support to 
biodiversity for the EC
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KCBD and the Global Biodiversity Plan

alias the Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF)
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COP15,  of the Biological 

Diversity (CBD) 

established a mechanism 

consisting of a network of 

regional and/or 

subregional technical 

and scientific 

cooperation support 

centres, to be 

coordinated at the global 

level by a global 

coordination entity.

Focus: capacity building for helping Parties implement the GBF

KCBD & new Regional Support Centres of the CBD?
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New!

https://www.cbd.int/tsc/tscm/regionalcentres

KCBD & new Regional Support Centres of the CBD?

(*) KCBD = JRC +EEA!

(*)

https://www.cbd.int/tsc/tscm/regionalcentres
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New political & scientific synergies between 

- Land & Ocean

- Biodiversity & Climate

- Biodiversity & health

- Biodiversity & finance

- Biodiversity & pollution

Supported by new instruments

- CDB Regional Support Centres

- Global Knowledge Support Service

KCBD & new Regional Support Centres of the CBD?

Focus: Implementing the GBF is very ambitious and will 

require excellent international collaboration! 
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© Katharine Anderson, 2011

Regional centres are 

expected to be 

appointed this summer!

New partnerships, 

collaboration 

agreements, etc. will be 

needed

Different governance

and collaboration

models are possible

Many possible collaboration models…
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Grègoire’s proposed option…

Global 
Coordination 

Entity

Regional Knowledge Hub 
for Target 1

Regional Knowledge Hub 
for Target …

Regional Knowledge Hub 
for Target 23
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23 knowledge hubs (1 per 

target)?

Partly sponsored by the 

EU? (DG ENV, DG REGIO, 

DG NEAR = European 

Neighbourhood and Enlargement 

Negotiation)

Support 

to all 

MEAs!

To be hosted in different 

countries, following a call 

for expression of interest?

Knowledge hubs to be identified and selected following a 

call for expression of interest during 2nd half of 2024
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Unique opportunity to

- enhance and strengthen existing 
networks;

- streamline and align reporting 
processes;

- fill gaps where needed;

- take national and subregional 
specificities into account.

It is up to us to make it useful!

KCBD & new Regional Support Centres of the CBD
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Regional technical and scientific 

cooperation support centre

Indicators

Assessment

Data collection

Policies

EBVs

• International commitments under the 

UN Convention on Biological Diversity

• Technical assistance to Parties 

• Promote scientific cooperation

• EEA 

countries

• Collection of tools and good practices

• Capacity building and networking

EU Biodiversity 

Observation Centre

• Data collection, mobilization, 

integration and sharing
Key goal:

Mandate:

Scope:

Indicators

Assessment

Data collection

Policies

EBVs

• EU legally and non-legally 

binding policies

• EU

Lines of work:
• Harmonisation and/or interoperability 

of existing data flows

• Design of new sampling
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Thank you!

EC-Biodiversity-KC@ec.europa.eu

Questions & feedback on the KCBD:

https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/biodiversity_en

Visit the KCBD website:

mailto:EC-Biodiversity-KC@ec.europa.eu
https://knowledge4policy.ec.europa.eu/biodiversity_en

