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The Clearing House Mechanism in the context of the CBD

Reminder

Article 18

“3. The Conference of the Parties, at its first meeting, shall determine how to establish a clearing-
house mechanism to promote and facilitate technical and scientific cooperationn.”
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But, what is exactly Technical and Scientific Cooperation ?

Article 18. Technical and Scientific Cooperation
1. The Contracting Parties shall promote international technical and scientific cooperation in the field of conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity, where necessary, through the appropriate international and national institutions.

2. Each Contracting Party shall promote technical and scientific cooperation with other Contracting Parties, in particular
developing countries, in implementing this Convention, inter alia, through the development and implementation of national
policies. In promoting such cooperation, special attention should be given to the development and strengthening of national
capabilities, by means of human resources development and institution building.

3. The Conference of the Parties, at its first meeting, shall determine how to establish a clearing-house mechanism to
promote and facilitate technical and scientific cooperation.

4. The Contracting Parties shall, in accordance with national legislation and policies, encourage and develop methods of
cooperation for the development and use of technologies, including indigenous and traditional technologies, in pursuance
of the objectives of this Convention. For this purpose, the Contracting Parties shall also promote cooperation in the training
of personnel and exchange of experts.

5. The Contracting Parties shall, subject to mutual agreement, promote the establishment of joint research programmes and
joint ventures for the development of technologies relevant to the objectives of this Convention.
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What the role of TSC in the CBD process ?
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What the role of TSC in the CBD process ?

_ Implementation
Decision making Technical and

Implementation Scientific
cooperation

needs Exchange of
\ / informations +

Increasing capabilities

For the . = implementation
implementation much better managed
process

(F’Aw

X *CoOp-CED

!
Y



The Clearing House Mechanism in the context of the CBD

Initial CHM Mandate Expected CHM Mandate CHM is
crossing
different

Art. 13 - Education & Public A Art. 13 - Education & Public Awareness type Of
activities

Art. 16 - Access to & Transfer of Technology Art. 16 - Access to & Transfer of Technology

Art. 17 - Exchange of Information

CHM

Art. 18 - Technical & Scientific Cooperation E

... Other Relevant Articles ...

... Other Relevant Articles ...
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Art. 26 - Reports Art. 26 - Reports

IR -

‘ Art. 18 - Technical & Scientific Cooperation

Olivier De Munck (former CBD CHM
Officer), capacity building materials

Available at Guidance (cbd.int)
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https://www.cbd.int/chm/guidance/
https://www.cbd.int/chm/guidance/
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Decision I/3 Clearing-House Mechanism and scientific cooperation

DECISION ADOPTED BY THE CONFERENCE OF THE PARTIES TO THE CONVENTION
ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY AT ITS FIRST MEETING
The CHM is the /3. Clearing-house mechanism for technical and scientific cooperation
central tool of the
TSC

The Conference of the Parties,

1. Decides to implement the provisions of Article 18, paragraph 3, of the Convention on the
establishment of a clearing-house mechanism to promote and facilitate technical and scientific
eration, operating under the authority of the Conference of the Parties;

2; Decides also that the activities of the clearing-house mechanism to promote and facilitate
technical and scientific cooperation should be funded from the regular budget of the Secretariat as well
as from voluntary contributions, subject to decisions to be taken by the Conference of the Parties at its
second meeting, in the light of the study referred to in paragraph 3 of the present decision;

3: Requests the Secretariat to prepare, and report back to the Conference of the Parties at its
second meeting on, a comprehensive study, according to Article 18 of the Convention, containing
concrete costed recommendations to assist the Conference of the Parties in the establishment of the
clearing-house mechanism to promote and facilitate technical and scientific cooperation, taking fully into
account the views expressed at its first meeting and submitted to the Secretariat in writing before the end
of February 1995, as well as the need to draw on all relevant existing institutional structures;

4. Decides also to include an item on this issue on the agenda of the second meeting of the
l‘l‘a Conference of the Parties.
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Decision VIil/11

CHM strategic plan
+ Programme of
Work 2005-2010

1.1. The clearing-house mechanism contributes to the implementation of the Convention ana parucarany tne achievement of the
2010 target.

1.2. The clearing-house mechanism facilitates the transfer of technology and technology cooperation.

1.3. The clearing-house mechanism facilitates cooperation among the three Rio conventions and other environmental agreements, organizations and
initiatives.

Goal 2: The clearing-house mechanism is promoting and facilita@nge of information am@ther Governments and
stakeholders.

2.1. The clearing-house mechanism makes information related to the Convention and Convention processes available via electronic and traditional

means.

2.2. In collaboration with other relevant initiatives, organizations and partners, the clearing-house mechanism facilitates the access to and repatriation
of information on biodiversity.

2.3. The clearing-house mechanism assists Parties and other Governments and relevant organizations in making data and information available in
support of activities related to the implementation of the Convention and the achievement of the 2010 target.

2.4. The clearing-house mechanism contributes to the future technical development of the Biosafety Clearing-House established under paragraph 1 of
Article 20 of the Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety.

2.5. Parties have established effective mechanisms for facilitating the exchange of information, including as appropriate clearing-house mechanism
websites which adhere to common formats, protocols and standards, including metadata standards, as recommended by the clearing-house
mechanism.

Goal 3: The clearing-house mechanism is fully operational with participation of all Parties and an expa{ded network of partners
3.1. All Parties have established and are further developing clearing-house mechanisms.
3.2. Relevant partners participate in an expanded clearing-house mechanism network.

3.3. Parties have established and use effective mechanisms for facilitating scientific and technical cooperation, including thematic networks where
appropriate in support of the implementation the Convention and the achievement of the 2010 target.

3.4. The clearing-house mechanism contributes to the development of the global communication, education and public awareness network.


https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=11025
https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=11025
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MISSION

To contribute significantly to the implementation of the Convention on Biological Diversity and its Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, through
effective information services and other appropnate means in order to promote and facilitate scientific and technical cooperation, knowledge sharing,
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and information exchange, and to e.

OBJECTIVES

Goal 1:The central clearing-house mechanism provides effective global information
services to facilitate the implementation of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-

Decision X/15

Missions, goals

H H 1.1.The CBD Secretariat has the capacity 10 SUS TR rmeifest: S EERER -
and ObJeCtlveS 1.2.A high-quality CBD website is available in all United Nations languages.
for the CHM 1.3.Effective information exchange services are fully operational.
1.4.The CBD Secretariat facilitates the development of a network of experts and practitioners among Parties and partners.
20 1 1 '2020 1.5.Guidance is available for Parties and partners to exchange information through the clearing-house mechanism

Goal 2:National clearing-house mechanisms provide effectie mformatlon serVIces
to facilitate the implementation of the national biodiversity stra
plans.

2.1.All Parties have the capacity to sustain effective national clearing-house mechanisms.
2.2.High-quality national clearing-house mechanism websites are available.

2.3.National information is exchanged through the clearing-house mechanism network.
2.4.Parties collaborate and share knowledge through the clearing-house mechanism network.
2.5.Partners and the CBD Secretariat have contributed to the development of national clearj

Goal 3:Partners significantly expand the clearfig-house mechanism network and
services.

3.1.Partners can sustain their participation in the clearing-house mechanism.

3.2.High-quality regional and thematic clearing-house mechanism websites are available.
{"‘ 3.3.Partner information is exchanged through the clearing-house mechanism network.
‘ﬁ‘“ CQO0 3.4.Partners collaborate and share knowledge through the clearing-house mechanism network.

use mechanisms.



https://www.cbd.int/decisions/?id=12281
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2. The goals of the programme of work for the clearing-house mechanism for the period
2024-2030 are the following:
Decision XV (a) Goal I: to promote and facilitate technical and scientific cooperation. The clearing-

house mechanism will strengthen processes and services to promote and facilitate equitable technical
and scientific cooperation, including matchmaking initiatives, and the development and
New PoW for strengthening of national capacities, in line with the long-term strategic framework for capacity-
the CHM 202 building and development and in support of the work of the technical and scientific cooperation

2030 mechanism;

(b)  Goal 2: to facilitate the exchange of information. The clearing-house mechanism will
enable sustained and structured access to and exchange of data, information and knowledge through
the central portal of the clearing-house mechanism and across global, regional, subregional, national
and thematic information networks and the clearing houses, in line with the knowledge management
strategy to support the implementation of the Framework;

JI\ < (¢)  Goal 3: to support planning, monitoring, reporting and review, The clearing-house
mechanism WilT provide 1001S amd SUengHIeT processes and the national clearing-house mechanisms

to support and facilitate the implementation of national biodiversity strategies and action plans and
the enhanced approach to planning, monitoring, reporting and review;

(d) Goal 4: to facilitate networking and collaboration among Parties and partners. The
clearing-house mechanism will facilitate cross-sectoral interactions, networking, the sharing of
expertise and exchanges among Parties, partner organizations, indigenous peoples and local
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https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-16/cop-16-dec-09-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-16/cop-16-dec-09-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-16/cop-16-dec-09-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-16/cop-16-dec-09-en.pdf
https://www.cbd.int/doc/decisions/cop-16/cop-16-dec-09-en.pdf

The Clearing House Mechanism in the context of the CBD

Decision Making Implementation

-Exchange of information
-connecting stakeholders
-capacity building
(matchmaking)
-monitoring and reporting
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The Clearing House Mechanism in the context of the CBD
CHM Is a platform + NFPs
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Section 2. How to use
it in your national
biodiversity policies
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Implementation

The implementation activities of the Clearing-House Mechanism has been guided by the Conference of the

Parties.

o Eloas e R : _ In fact, what we call the
e Cleal ouse Mechanism consists ot the follo omponents: CHM is the Central

* The CBD website, acting as the central node. Website (comprising

the BioBridge Initiative
Platform, the ORT...)

e The network of national Clearing-House Mechanisms.

Various partner institutions.

+ the national websites,
the national focal
point...



How to use the CHM in your national policies ?

Main services
provided by
the Central
CHM :

-All the
information
you need
about the
CBD and its
process
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INFORMATION  ABOUT THE SECRETARIAT

Convention on
Biological Diversity
Convention on Biological Diversity
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Global
Biodiversity
Framework

Processes and
Meetings

Cooperation and
Partnerships

€ | News and Stories

https://www.cbd.int

Search fo

BIODIVERSITY CONVENTION CARTAGENA PROTOCOL NAGOYA PROTOCOL COUNTRIES PROGRAMMES

UN BIODIVERSITY CONFERENCE 2026:
TAKING ACTION FOR NATURE IN YEREVAN

The UN 2026 Biodiversity Conference, including COP11, CP-MOP12 and NP-MOP6, will
take place from 19 to 30 October 2026 in Yerevan, Armenia. The conference will provide
an opportunity to review collective progress towards the implementation of the
Kunming=Montreal.Global Biodiversity Framework for the first time. Click here to access
the dedicated meeting-webpage, including information on registration and related
events.




How to use the CHM in your national policies ?

<« - C 25 cbd.int/biobridge/
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The Bio-Bridge pr(ijects

Main services

Learn more about technical and scientific cooperation projects facilitated through the Initiative

p rOVi d e d by a About Platform Partners Projects Qutreach

th e Ce n tra I Technical and Scientific Cooperation Portfolio

H M . Convention on Biological Diversity
( : a
. K

Changement climatique - La
-A variabilité du climat correspond a ...

matchmaking
platform

m-y
andliRegarder sur (3 YouTube

The Bio-Bridge Initiative is an overarching programme focused on catalyzing and facilitating technical and scientific
cooperation among Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity and to its Protocols on biosafety (Cartagena Protocol)
and on access and benefit-sharing (Nagoya Protocol). The Bio-Bridge Initiative facilitates technical and scientific cooperation
among Parties by:

» linking Parties that have specific technical and scientific needs with Parties or institutions that are able to provide the
necessary technical support and resources to meet those needs through mutual partnerships; and

« creating a space for countries and institutions to share knowledge, good practices and lessons learned with each other.
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FAQ

Portfolio Q

Operations Guide

Bio-Bridge
Initiative




How to use the CHM in your national policies ?

¢ G % ortcbd.int/#0.4/0/0 B x O O

Main SerViceS CHM - ORT = CHM Dashboard National Targets 7th National Report 2% National users
provided by

Taxonomy @ Help 08 English~  Sign in @

Dashboard CHM / ORT 49 Take a tour (Dashboard)
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the Central
CHM :

-A reporting
platform

NBSAPS
Recently Published!

National Targets Trinidad and Tobago recently published Seventh National Report.

If you are a country representative responsible for National Report submission, click here to begin

6th National report

7th National report

134 By 134 4777
Stakeholders 7TH NATIONAL REPORTS PARTIES COMMITMENTS
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How to use the CHM in your national policies ?

25 biodiv.mnhn.fr W ) @
Anational I YT ..
? e
platform * Erench CHM Q
CHM National Clearing-House Mechanism Website of the Convention on Biological Diversity

I f t, - SlOIVISINCIRA INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORK v  FRENCH LEGAL FRAMEWORK -- FRENCH BIODIVERSITY v ACT AND COOPERATE v INFORMATION ~

nrormation

about the —

CBD and the c B ) . . )

3 Vous souhaitez recevoir des informations sur les

related aaa actualités et les politiques mises en oeuvre dans le

national 3 cadre de la Convention sur la diversité biologique ?

policies Abonnez-vous a notre Newsletter !

BILAN DE LA GOP16

CONVENTION SUR LA DIVERSITE
BIOLOGIOUE
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How to use the CHM in your national policies ?

25 biodiv.mnhn.fr w & ®
A national
latform ? €
P atfo French CHM Q
CHM National Clearing-House Mechanism Website of the Convention on Biological Diversit
7~ N\
B - ROlVISINCIRE INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORK v FRENCH LEGAL FRAMEWORK ~ FRENCH BIODIVERSITY - ACT AND COOPERATE v INFORMATION ~

Information ——

about your o

national . , . . ,

T ] s % Vous souhaitez recevoir des informations sur les
bIOdIVGI’SIty | actualités et les politiques mises en oeuvre dans le

cadre de la Convention sur la diversité biologique ?

Abonnez-vous a notre Newsletter !

BILAN DE LA GOP16

CONVENTION SUR LA DIVERSITE
BIOLOGIOUE
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How to use the CHM in your national policies ?

25 biodiv.mnhn.fr w & ®

A national

2 a
CHM National Clearing-House Mechanism Website of the Convention on Biological Diversity
ROIVISINCIRE INTERNATIONAL FRAMEWORK v FRENCH LEGAL FRAMEWORK v FRENCH BIODIVERSITY - ACT AND COOPERATE v~ INFORMATION ~
Information =
about hOW t French CHM
get _/n.volved * N Vous souhaitez recevoir des informations sur les
(training #*" 7§ actualités et les politiques mises en oeuvre dans le
materials. list ’ cadre de la Convention sur la diversité biologique ?
of relevant P f Abonnez-vous a notre Newsletter !
organizations
cop BILAN DE LA COP16
CBD
process...) CONVENTION SUR LA DIVERSITE
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How to use the CHM in your national policies ?

Exchange of
information

Connecting
stakeholders

capacity building
(matchmaking)

monitoring and
reporting
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Will feed all these
processes

YOUR NATIONAL CHM

PLATFORM



Pierre Spielewoy

PhD International Law
Head of multilateral
affairs, MNHN

French National Focal
Point CHM
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