
Views and opinions expressed are those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the 

European Union or the European Commission. Neither the EU nor the EC can be held responsible for them.

The European subregional Technical 

and Scientific Cooperation support 

Centre (TSCC)

CO-OP4CBD regional workshop and networking session / 08-10 June / Budapest

Jorge L. Ventocilla
Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences (RBINS)



• COP15 (Dec. 2022) established a mechanism consisting of a network of regional and/or 

subregional technical and scientific cooperation support centres, to be coordinated at 

the global level by a Global Coordination Entity, to assist in the implementation of the 

Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework and the work of the Convention 

and its Protocols.

• The TSCCs are part of the Technical and Scientific Cooperation (TSC) Mechanism of 

the CBD, also adopted at COP15 alongside Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF) . 

• The overall goal of the TSC Mechanism is to promote and facilitate technical and 

scientific cooperation among Parties and relevant organizations and to enable them 

to effectively utilize science, technology and innovation to support the 

implementation of the GBF. 

What are the TSCCs? 

What is TSC? Technical and scientific cooperation refers to a process whereby institutions in two or 

more countries pursue their individual or collective biodiversity-related goals through cooperative 

actions. This may include the creation and/or exchange of scientific knowledge, data, expertise, 

resources, technologies, and technical know-how. It may also include human resource development, 

institution building, joint training of personnel, exchange of experts, joint research programmes, joint ventures 

for the development and diffusion of technologies (including indigenous and traditional technologies), and 

transfer of technology and know-how.
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Technical and Scientific Cooperation support Centres (TSCCs)

AFRICA

• Central African Forest Commission (COMIFAC)
• Ecological Monitoring Centre (CSE)

• Regional Centre for Mapping of Resources for 
Development (RCMRD)

• Sahara and Sahel Observatory (OSS)
• South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI)

OCEANIA

• Secretariat of the Pacific Regional 
Environment Programme (SPREP)

AMERICAS

• Alexander von Humboldt Biological Resources 
Research Institute

• Caribbean Community (CARICOM)
• Central American Commission on Environment and 

Development (CCAD/ SICA)

ASIA

• ASIAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB)
• IUCN Asia Regional Office (IUCN Asia)

• IUCN Regional Office for West Asia (IUCN ROWA)
• Nanjing Institute of Environmental Sciences 

(NIES)

CENTRAL ASIA

• IUCN Regional Office for Eastern Europe and Central Asia (IUCN 
ECARO)

• Regional Environmental Centre for Central Asia (CAREC)



Functions of the TSCCs               adapted from core functions in COP15 dec. 15/8 paragraph 26

Assisting Parties and major Stakeholder groups for implementation of the KMGBF

Facilitate access to and utilization of 

knowledge products, tools, and best 

practices, through a matchmaking 

process

On a demand-driven basis, 

coordinate and facilitate scientific, 

technical, and capacity-building & 

capacity-development support, 

through coordination of a distributed and 

inclusive network of expert Knowledge 

hubs

Liaise with institutions and mechanisms 

recognised by the CBD, acting as 

facilitators for submission of

structured support requests and 

ensuring transparent processing and 

allocation of these requests

Promote exchange of information and 

potential collaborations with relevant 

international organizations & stakeholders
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Inclusive Advisory Board

Advisory role

Annual 

meetings

English as 

working 

language

2-year 

mandates

Provides advice and helps with awareness raising & capturing capacity needs and 

feedback

Composition

• 6 Parties to the CBD, including both EU and non-EU 

members

• Major Stakeholder groups (indigenous peoples and local 

communities, women and youth) and other relevant 

stakeholders

• Funding agencies (development cooperation agencies, 

foundations, …)

• Representatives from other organisations, including from 

the private sector (depending on expressed interest)

• On an ad hoc basis, up to 2 invitations extended to 

representatives from non-European TSCC to foster cross 

TSCC collaboration



Demand-side: Parties & major Stakeholders groups

DDemand-driven

Requests must be demand-driven to 

support the implementation of the 

Convention and GBF.

Expected requests include:                       

• Access to methods, tools, technologies 

and data

• Capacity building and resources

• TSC for policy implementation, incl. 

technical guidance and methodology 

alignment

Structuring Requests

Parties and major Stakeholders 

groups submit requests using a 

standardised template to ensure 

clarity and actionable support.

Requests for KMGBF TSC support



CORE PRINCIPLE: 

capitalising on existing knowledge, data, tools, networks, workflows

Biodiversity-

inclusive spatial 

planning

30% 

ecosystem 

restoration

30% 

land & ocean 

protection

“30x30”

Prevent 

species 

extinction & 

protect genetic 

diversity

Sustainable 

harvesting and 

wildlife trade

50% 

reduction in 

invasive 

species

Pollution 

reduced to safe 

levels

Climate 

resilience for 

biodiversity

Sustainable 

use of wild 

species

Maintain 

nature’s 

contributions 

to people

Fair benefit-

sharing from 

genetic 

resources

Sustainable 

agriculture, 

fisheries and 

forestry

Urban green 

and blue 

spaces

Biodiversity 
in all 

decision-
making

Corporate 
biodiversity 

risk 
disclosure

Sustainable 
consumption 

and waste 
reduction

Biosafety and 
biotechnolog
y governance

Reform 
harmful 

subsidies and 
incentives

Mobilize 
$200B 

annually for 
biodiversity

Capacity-
building and 
technology 

transfer

Open access 
to 

biodiversity 
knowledge

Inclusive 
participation 

and access to 
justice

Gender 
equality in 

biodiversity 
action
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Supply-side: 1 stop stop - Network of Knowledge hubs

Technical and science support

https://www.cbd.int/gbf/targets
https://www.cbd.int/gbf/targets


Ensure the request submission structure is compatible 

with real capacity needs & what can realistically be supplied

Ensure support supplied by Knowledge hubs 
meets requests for support by Parties and/or major Stakeholder groups

Bridging Demand & Supply with a two-way interaction framework

HOW CAN YOU HELP to shape the European TSCC? 

Request structure

KMGBF delivery

Feasibility check

• Carry out capacity needs assessments, to  
identify your capacity needs. 

• Participate in exercises such as the 7NR 
and provide as much information as 
available, also indicating which information 
you do not have available.

• Update your NBSAPs to align it with the 
GBF goals. 

On the Demand side

Parties and major Stakeholder groups

Help us identify capacity for support provision, by
• Identifying your strengths and where you could help 

other Parties to share your relevant expertise
• Mapping existing assets that could be fed into the TSCC 

with minimal effort (data, methods, reports, knowledge, videos, 

training materials, ongoing activities…)

• Apply to join 1 or more Knowledge hubs
• Have an operational national CHM to serve as national 

TSC and data node. 

On the Supply side

Support providers (Knowledge hubs)

ExpertiseTechnical and 

scientific support

Request



Thank you for your attention!

Follow COOP4CBD

Questions for the European TSCC?

EU-SUBREGIONAL-TSC@ec.europa.eu
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